Kajiado County Assembly

REPUBLIC OF KENYA
KAJIADO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD
Tuesday, 11 February, 2014
The House met at 2:54 p.m.

[The Speaker (Hon. Johnson Osoi) in the Chair]
PRAYERS

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
Official Opening of the Second Session
The Speaker: Hon. Members His Excellency the Governor of Kajiado County David
Nkedienye is officially opening the Second Session of this First Hon. Assembly and therefore it will
be a brief Sitting in which His Excellency the Governor will address this Assembly and thereafter
you will be all invited to a cocktail.

Before I invite His Excellency the Governor I have a few remarks to make. Your Excellency the
Governor of Kajiado County, Dr. David Nkedienye, His Excellency the Deputy Governor, Hon. Paul
Ntiati, the Hon. County Executive Members present, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Hon. Members of this Hon. House good afternoon.

Today your Excellency is a historic day. Historic in the sense that this ceremony marks the opening
of the Second Session of the First Assembly of Kajiado County. It’s a year since this Hon. Assembly
came into being within that first year. Your Excellency we were able to make a few steps even though
steady steps in the right direction the highlights of which are one, we had an ambitious induction and
capacity building for our Hon. Members of the County Assembly which saw us put our members on
a different pedestal in terms of our Constitutional and Legal mandate.

Two, refurbishment of the whole building housing the chambers needless to say, your Excellency this
Assembly came into being at a time when the building housing this chambers was not only in bad
shape but outdated, we have fixed it to allow more office space as more and more technocrats will

be joining the Assembly service.
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We have also fenced off the Assembly precincts to define under the standing orders the privileges’ of

the Hon. Members which will then be enforceable.

Four, we have recruited key staff that are a must have for any Assembly for legislature for instance

Finance, Human Resource Management to mention but a few.

Going forward your Excellency I wish to reiterate this Assembly’s commitment to the service of the
people of this great County. It’s my sincere assertion that we will endeavor to perform our mandate
with our loyalty being to the citizenry of this County to whom we owe a lot. We are looking at filling

around 30 more vacancies in the near future in our institutional organization expansion.

Another remarkable milestone your Excellency is the number of Bills lined up for this session which
are in excess of 20. They include Money Bills like Finance Bill and Survey and Physical Planning
Bills, Health Service Bills to mention but a few. It’s important to remind you your Excellency of
the need of the Executive to generate Government Bills and Policy Statements on many areas that
continue to be legislated upon. We all need to appreciate that some sense of urgency is needed here

without which the opportunity to make a positive impact in the livelihood

of the people of Kajiado County will unfortunately be elusive. Your Excellency it’s the commitment
of this Assembly that in this Second Session that we are committed to lay on the Table a number of
Bills that will improve the livelihood of the people of this County. We shall endeavor to engage you
Your Excellency and the Executive as a whole in a more constructive manner in the Second Session
of the First Assembly of Kajiado County. With this remarks Your Excellency, with your permission

I want to ask you to take up the podium and address this Hon. House. Thank you Hon. Members.

(Applause)

The Governor (Dr. David Nkedienye): Mr. Speaker and Hon. Members of the County
Assembly, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, I feel greatly honored today to be invited
and also to invite you to this opening of the Second Session of the opening of Kajiado County

Assembly.

It would just be appropriate to give a chronology of events that followed after our inauguration into
office which ushered us into a long journey to put in place our Government structures. This has been
a continued process of establishing the Executive. A milestone we have already achieved is putting in
place the County Executive and the County Public Service Board, which are now fully in place. The
maiden job of the County Public Service Board is the identification of Chief Officers a list of which is
already before this Hon. House. I urge this Hon. House to help this County go forward by expediting

the process of vetting and passing of the names for appointment to ensure that we catch up with the
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rest of the counties. It is worth reflecting back the status of various projects in the County but today
as we come back again we admit that due to exonerating circumstances there have been challenges

in our taking off as a Government.

You were all aware that the first seven months were used in struggling to put in place a County
Executive Committee and a County Public Service Board. Apart from the delay in putting up these
crucial organs our budget making process and passing of the same also took some time. Once the
Chief Officers come into office substantial progress will be expected to be made in implementing our
projects for the year 2013/2014 Financial Year. I want to commend the CEC’s for working hard and
making progress in spite of the fact that the Chief Officers took long to come on board. On a more
positive note my Government has made various strides with an aim of positioning our County for
takeoff in various spheres of the economy, as you might recall late last year we hosted a successful
investors forum that brought various investors across many areas. We are already engaging some of
them and we are optimistic that the engagements will soon bear sustainable benefits. Hon. Members
together with what I have mentioned above I would like to give a few highlights of progress from our

respective Ministries within the County Government.

In Agriculture, funds have been allocated for the completion of a number of projects among them
the Mbirikani abattoir and once it is completed it will significantly impact on the lives of many
which will translate in employment, increased efficiency and better sanitation which are paramount
to food hygiene. The lives of people of Kajiado South Sub County and the surrounding areas will
greatly benefit from that facility in terms of job creation and value addition to livestock industry.
Similar facilities will be replicated in due course along the main livestock areas along the Shompole-
Kiserian, Namanga-Bissil-Kitengela routes, to compliment livestock sale my Government has set
aside funds to support women enterprises. Several milk cooling plants will be procured to ensure that

there are increased benefits from milk and related products.

In the urban areas, women and youth will soon benefit from the Women and Youth Enterprise Fund

that we are in the process of establishing. This will also empower more women in the rural areas.

The crop sector has recently benefitted from the regulations on weights in the food basket area of
this County mainly in Kajiado West and South Sub Counties. More policies are being developed to
ensure that more benefits accruing to farmers, we really want to intensify and upgrade the agricultural
value chains to enable producer’s access stable market for their produce. The approaching matters
are basically primary and are in existence in national and international markets. The key drivers
that will enable us achieve this will be organizing communities into organization or co-operatives,
capacity building in Agronomy and Agri-Business, value addition and reducing post-harvest losses.
Other consideration will be promotion of climate, smart Agriculture, use of IT to enable market

discovery to farmers, Water and Soil Conservation. My Government will soon receive machinery
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from the National Government to be used in Agriculture related activities. In this regard the activities
will include Lorries, Bulldozers, and Tractors which will subsequently be distributed to sub counties

to ensure that they are maximized in productivity.

Another significant element in 2013 that is worth mentioning is the drought last year. That year
almost ended in a serious drought that has send a lot of pastoralist and farmers into a great panic,
however, the rain has helped a lot in the improvement of pasture. Some crop production and water
availability, the sporadic rains being experienced in the county maybe a blessing but it is also a sign
of unclear climatic shifts that could surprise all with a prolonged drought later we will continue to

encourage all for any eventuality for saving the farm produce to use in that time.

My Government has started leading in this campaign by harvesting grass and constructing hay stores
for County Demonstration Farms located opposite the AIC primary school. Livestock Farmers will

be encouraged to visit the farm to learn how this principle can also be applied in their own farms.

In the Roads Sector there are numerous challenges that this department has experienced. We all
appreciate that Kajiado is an expansive county with poor road network and no clear guideline of road
classification of National Roads, KERRA Roads and County Roads, besides inadequate budgetary
allocations for the roads in the county there is also insufficient capacity in the county to carry out
design and implementation. Delayed budgetary approval that [ had mentioned earlier on has directly
contributed to slow implementation. The good news is that all budgeted County Roads have to be

tendered by mid-February so that all the projects can be finalized before the rains in April.

In Education, Hon. Members as you all know that education is only devolved at the ECD level and
also polytechnics; although we have got great needs in both primary and secondary sectors we can

only invest heavily in ECD and polytechnic sectors. One of our greatest areas of trust has

been the disbursement of bursaries to the needy students of this County however, the disbursement
has not been smooth as the IFMIS transfer system has been slow and frustrating, as a result of dismal
performance in that area. My Government has resolved to develop a county bursary fund with an
aim of fast trucking the process. I urge this Assembly to expedite the process once it reaches the
floor of the House. Am sure the process will be a lot more efficient in future. There exists a huge
shortage of foreman places in this County, although this is not within our mandate we will endeavor
to assist whenever possible in the provision of this facility especially and I note of heavily populated
areas so as to address the urgency. We have also communicated to the County Public Service Board
to expedite on the process of hiring ECD teachers so as to ease the great shortage of teachers in our

schools.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Hon. Members in the Tourism Sector we have a number of areas to look
at. The local people have been passive participants in the exploration of Tourism resources. That

notwithstanding, the potential of the resources is enormous. We must build linkages with the
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National Authority to enable more distribution of existing tourism benefits to communities leaving
around protected areas like Amboseli. These are the communities who bear the brunt of wildlife
maintenance. The participation of local people should not only be seen as the preservation of the
tourism process of resources but active and benefiting players in employment, investment, product
development and branding. We need to promote cultural and domestic tourism and step in to work
with partners to build an assailable cultural product like those presented by other great communities
of Africa like the Egyptians the Zulu and the Bushmen. We will also work with partners to build a

capacity of local young men and women in hospitality and tourism management.

Hon. Members in the Finance and Planning Sector our County has grappled with the various systems
put in place by the National Government in relation to the management of finances. One of the key
draw backs of this area has been the slow rate of absorption of funds. This has been worsened by
the IFMIS system that has been difficult to manage due to regular power breakdown as well as low
network connectivity. These factors coupled with the fact that most training has been happening
on the job for slacking the process leading to slow absorption of fund that is manifest in both the
Executive and County Assembly spending trends. This phenomenon has been seen not only in our
County but across all the other counties. In this regard am glad to note that our County treasury is
among the few that are now among the few prepared in terms of acquaintance with this new financial
management system. Our revenue collection systems are also being enhanced to ensure we seal the
leakages and maximize on revenue collection. Technological advancement will help in the days to
come. In the Supplementary budget ahead we really need to realign funds to ensure faster absorption

and value for money is realized by wananchi.

Hon. Members under the Water and Irrigation Sector we will be investing heavily on Water and
Irrigation to ensure increased productivity in the Livestock, Household and Irrigation Sector. We
have already embarked in dam construction in some areas and more are being rolled out in line with
our CIDP. We have planned to have a number of mega water projects that may need to be treated as
those beyond the Ward. I urge all Hon. Members to lend support to such mega projects so as to boost

productivity at the county level.

Under the Health Sector we have ordered five ambulances to beef up the emergency response
capacity, we have also ordered drugs for this quota for all hospitals. In the near future we intend
to invest heavily in this sector to ensure that all the facilities are well equipped and staffed. We are
exploring ways of teaming up with the Red Cross to ensure more efficient and cost effective delivery

of services in the Health Sector and better response to emergencies.

Under the Land and Physical Planning Sector, Hon. Members this is one of the most volatile sectors
in this County. The support that the executive has received from this House in its various committees
has been commendable. We continue to receive complaints from various stakeholders who have been
defrauded of their land. Recently we have been taken to court over the notices we issued regarding

the ban on development around the county headquarters where we intend to have the future offices.
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We will continue to consult closely with this House to ensure the best outcome for our people and the
future plans for our County. Moving forward my Government is prepared to establish an Emergency
Fund. This will ensure there is rapid response for emergencies such as drought, floods, fires in schools

and other structures.

In addition a Youth and Women Empowerment Fund is in the process of being established to address
the issue of unemployment and income generation. We want to empower the segments of society as
they are the engine of growth. We are also strengthening the enterprise and capital sectors to harness

the huge potential and capacity of our people.

Mr. Speaker and the Hon. Members of this great House the challenges ahead of us are many and in
some cases delicate but not insurmountable. I believe that together we are equal to the challenge. As
the last session has shown us that although we may not agree from time to time this should be in an
atmosphere of selflessness and mutual respect. I strongly believe that we can be able to hold different
viewpoints in regards to various issues without necessarily being at loggerheads. This Assembly has
great men and women who I believe shall help me to realize the desired dreams of the residents of
Kajiado. I am convinced that all of us want to see the best of our people, it’s my desire and promise

to join hands and ensure that a better tomorrow is realized by our people and their children.

Having made those remarks its now my pleasure Hon. Members to declare this Second Session of the

first Kajiado County Assembly Session officially opened. Thank you and God bless you.

The Speaker: Thank you very much, your Excellency. Hon. Members there being no other
business today this House... I see Hon. Kurinyo is it on a point of order or you want to move a
Motion?

Hon. Peter Kurinyo: I want to move a Motion Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: You do not stand when the Speaker is talking. I hope it is a Motion that does not

require a notice Hon. Kurinyo?

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT

Vetting of Various Nominees for Appointment to the County Public Service

Hon. Peter Kurinyo: Mr. Speaker Sir, I would like to move this Hon. Assembly under the
Standing Order No. 25(4):-

THAT the Assembly adjourns its Sittings to Thursday the 13, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. Mr. Speaker
Sir, the reason for this Motion is that the Assembly will be involved in vetting various nominees
for appointment in the County Public Service in the interview period. With that Mr. Speaker |

beg to move thank you.
Hon. John Nyoike seconded.
(Question proposed)
(Question put and agreed to)
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ADJOURNMENT

The Speaker: There being no other business, this House adjourns until Thursday, 13" February,
2014 at 2:30 p.m.

The House rose at 3:20 p.m.




