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REPUBLIC OF KENYA
KAJIADO COUNTY ASSEMBLY

THE HANSARD

Thursday, 18" April, 2013

The House met at 3:55 p.m.
[The Speaker (Hon. Johnson Osoi) in the Chair]

OFFICIAL OPENING OF KAJIADO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
(Procession enters the Chamber and National Anthem is sung)

PRAYERS
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

The Speaker’s Opening Remarks
The Speaker: Your Excellency Governor of Kajiado County, Hon. Senator, Hon. Members of
this County Assembly, invited guests, with your permission, Your Excellency, I want to first ask the

spiritual leaders who are here to start with a word of prayer before we continue with the programme.
(Prayers offered by Spiritual Leaders)

Your Excellency the Governor of Kajiado County, Your Excellency the Deputy Governor, Kajiado
County, the Senator of Kajiado County, the County Commissioner, Members of the Judiciary,
Members of this County Assembly, Members of the Seventh Estate, invited guests, ladies and
gentlemen. With your permission, Your Excellency, I want to take this opportunity to ask the Senator
of Kajiado County, Hon. Peter Mositet, to say a few remarks as a guest of the Speaker and a guest of

this House today before we go to the Business of the House. Mr. Senator, please.

The Hon. Senator’s Remarks

Hon. Senator Peter Mositet: Your Excellency, the Governor of our County, Kajiado, the
Speaker, Members of the County Assembly, the Magistrates and the Judges who could be in the
House, the Media people sorry, I had forgotten my Commissioner and all other leaders, it is a great
pleasure actually for me to stand in front of you because history is writing itself. 1 can just say,
our purpose of today is well known to us, we have actually a great future if this House is going to
be united. Personally, when I see the Hon. Members of the County Assembly we have, I believe
that our County is going to go very, very far and when I also see the capability of the Governor we

have I believe we are going to walk the heights we talked about when we were campaigning. My
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only challenge to you people is, if you actually co-operate with the Executive and the Legislative, I
believe the wananchi down there are going to benefit. I believe our County will actually walk the
talk that many Kenyans and particularly in our County, are waiting to see.

I know on the development agenda, if we were to do an inventory, our County could really be almost
at zero point something. It is upon us after 5 years, if we do an inventory, we see that we have done
a lot and we will be proud of ourselves so that the generations to come will not judge us harshly.
With me being the Senator, I am the bridge and I am going to be a good bridge between our County
Assembly and the National Government. I will want us also to fight and get space on the Equalisation
Fund. Some people did a survey sometimes and they said that we are the richest County and because
of that, on the Equalisation Fund we are not getting anything and we have to fight all of us together
so that we can benefit out of that Fund.

I think mine is just to say that I am proud once again to see all of us here. I just want to remind the
Hon. Members of our County, please, I know and I believe that you are already aware, we are in
another system, not the system where we used to call our leaders Councillors, you are now Hon.
Members. Also for our people who are around, let us educate our people to know that these people
are Hon. Members. They will be coming here to legislate and to make sure that we are going to get
the best governance in our County. With those many remarks, I say thank you.

Hon. Onesmus Ngogoyo: Point of order.

The Speaker: Thank you very much, the Hon. Senator. Hon. Ngogoyo, Member for Olkeri,
today we will not allow any Points of Order, the House Business today is very lean. Your Excellency,
I want to take this opportunity to make a few brief remarks and then after that I will ask the Governor

to address this gathering.

Your Excellency, the Governor of Kajiado County, Dr. David Nkedienye, the Deputy Governor,
Your Excellency Paul Ntiati, the Hon. Senator, Hon. Peter Mositet, the Hon. Members of Parliament,
if any present, the Hon. Women Representative, I know she is not here today, the Hon. Members
of this County Assembly, the County Commissioner, the Members of the Seventh Estate, invited
guests, staff of this County Assembly, ladies and gentlemen. I wish to take this opportunity, Your
Excellency, to congratulate you on your election and subsequent swearing in. [ also wish to extend
my congratulations to the Senator, the Hon. Members of this County Assembly on your election and
subsequent swearing in.

Today is an unprecedented day. For the very first time in the history of Kajiado County, we are
gathered here to open the County Assembly.

This Assembly is a symbol of the concept of separation of powers as enshrined in the Constitution
of Kenya, 2010. This marks a departure from the defunct Local Authorities which had minimum, if
any, checks and balances. Your election, Your Excellency and Hon. Members is a sign of confidence
and trust that the people of Kajiado County have bestowed upon you. We may not agree, Your
Excellency, on all things, however we do agree on this one very thing— that the people of Kajiado

County have given us an opportunity to lead them and make a positive difference in their lives. To
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this end, Your Excellency, the onus is on the leadership of this County which is well represented in
this Chamber today to make a deliberate effort of departing from the past, to be bold in trailblazing
a new path in service delivery to the residents of Kajiado County.

The County Assembly, Your Excellency, will perform its oversight role and legislative role as well
in consultation with your office and other organs of Government in this County. We shall endeavour
to carry out our legislative mandate in a manner that conforms to the National laws without being
inconsistent with the same. It is on this basis that as an Assembly we call on your support in ensuring
that the arms of Government at the County level work together without antagonizing each other.
Over the last months, Your Excellency, the leaders have engaged in discussions to map out the way
forward for this County. In the same course of our internal deliberations and consultations with
County officials, we have identified as an Assembly key issues that is paramount to the achievement

of the collective aspirations of the residents of Kajiado County.

These issues include but are not limited to environmental preservation, for instance, sand harvesting,
charcoal burning, land adjudication and planning agriculture, water and sanitation to mention but
a few. Your Excellency, the roads and I guess even the road you used this morning requires some
serious work to be done as well. The progressive realisation of success in this core area is not possible
without adherence to the conventional principles of good governance. Among them and of particular
relevance to this Assembly, Your Excellency, to the effective functioning of our County Assembly is
financial autonomy. Financial independence is not hyped simply because it is a phrase that sounds
good; rather it is a principle that has been applied in Government and corporate governance with

consistent success.

At the risk of turning my remarks pedantic, let me take a moment to illustrate what financial
independence is like for the County Government at our level. Currently, we have a consolidated
County account which is fettered by burdensome and unnecessary red tape making the execution of
mandate functions like the payment of salaries and allowances to County workers unduly difficult.
This is a classic example, Your Excellency, of how lack of financial autonomy plays out. A solution
to this will be establishing, in our opinion, a separate account for each arm of the Government
managed by officers within the various arms. I am awake to the fact that I am not a financial expert
and I cannot pretend to be one but logic demands that easy access to funds would make the running
of County functions easier and effective. It serves no purpose to have money in County accounts

which cannot be accessed for the purpose of running County business.

Like the majority of citizens in Kenya, the people of Kajiado County, Your Excellency, expressed
their desire for self governance in an unequivocal and united voice. As a consequence of the
collective efforts of Kenyans we now have a devolved system of Government in place. It is no longer
a disputed fact that the hallmark of devolved system of Government is in place, however, it would be
impracticable if not impossible, to achieve autonomy without financial independence for the County

Assembly. Failure to make provision for financial autonomy will be tantamount to granting Local
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Governments the authority to govern while at the same time stripping them off the power to exercise
their legitimate mandate. The negative consequences of failing to champion financial autonomy as a
pillar of governance have been exemplified in numerous instances in the world all over.

Allow me, Your Excellency, to cite a case in point in the Republic of Nigeria. For those of you who
follow issues of governance in Africa closely, you may be aware of the developments relating to this
issue that has occupied the minds of our brothers in Nigeria for many years. Leaders and citizens have
voiced a near unanimous condemnation of the lack of autonomy of their Local Authorities. Given the
lack of much needed autonomy the leaders in Nigeria have been turned to mere marionettes doing the
biddings of the State Governments at the expense of the interests of the public to whom they owe a

duty to serve and to whom they are primarily answerable.

As a collolary of the dependence of State Governments, Local Governments have found themselves
unable to carry their prime function as drivers of development at the grassroots level. Most recently
the problems occasioned by lack of autonomy at the Local Government level have fuelled virulent
calls for constitutional reforms in Nigeria. Your Excellency, the scenario in Nigeria is not one we
should be eager to duplicate in Kenya and more importantly in Kajiado County but unless we are
willing to take purposeful steps towards the actualisation of financial autonomy for our County
Assemblies, we run the risk of inviting the same issues that Nigeria continues to grapple with. The
key lesson we ought to draw from the Nigeria experience and from other sources is that financial
autonomy is not an option, it is the essence of devolution and an indispensable pillar of governance
without which we would be unable to achieve our development goals at the grassroots level. For this
reason it is imperative, Your Excellency, for our lawmakers to put in place comprehensive, normative
and legal frameworks that will imbue Local Governments with the financial freedom which will in

turn facilitate the exercise of their legitimacy, conferred authority from the benefit of the electorate.

I wish, Your Excellency, to also state that without good leadership the objective of good governance
would remain a bear ambition and to my fellow countrymen and women of Kajiado County, you
demonstrated immense faith in us by bestowing upon us the honour to serve you. The only way
we can show reverence to the confidence you have placed in us is not to waste this extraordinary

opportunity but to apply ourselves to make Kajiado an epitome of prosperity.

However, earnest as our pledge to serve you may be, our commitment remains but one of the drivers
of success for our County. As you all know, governance is a shared enterprise. What this means
is that leaders do not hold a monopoly over the governance functions of Kajiado County, thus
our commitment by itself as leaders will not be sufficient to achieve our common objectives. The
performance of our leadership roles will be profoundly enhanced by the participation of the residents
of Kajiado County. The importance of public participation cannot be over-emphasised. Indeed, our

Constitution under Article 10 has identified public participation as a mainstay of good governance.
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In the spirit of constitutionalism, I am calling upon the people of Kajiado County to make up their
constitutional imperative and be proactive in participating in the governance of this County. In
turn the onus on us leaders will be to put measures in place that will facilitate public participation
as envisioned in our Constitution. In this regard, Your Excellency, the leaders of Kajiado County
Assembly will ensure that the input from the members of the public will be taken into account in the

decision making processes.

With these remarks, I am honoured to invite you to this historic occasion of opening the first County
Assembly of Kajiado County with your speech, Your Excellency, Govenor of Kajiado County. Your

Excellency, the floor is yours.

H.E. The Governor’s Remarks
The Governor (Hon. Dr. David Nkedienye): Hon. Members of Parliament present and I take
note of Honourable Senator, Peter Mositet, Honourable Speaker and Deputy Speaker, Hon. Members
of this County Assembly, all invited guests, ladies and gentlemen. This is a historic moment for us
as we open our Assembly for the first time. I am delighted to know that by opening this Assembly
we are setting the stage for the necessary Business of the House to commence and usher in an era of

hard work, accountability and responsible leadership.

Today, I want to encourage you all to do something positive for our County each in your own many
small ways. If we do that we will not only elevate this County to greater heights of development but
also challenge ourselves as groups and individuals to attain higher goals. I am sure the people of this
County are keenly watching their leaders so that they can emulate their tempo regarding the change
of attitude and developing a desirable working ethic. I am certain that if we all pull up our socks this

County will be among the best in an all round performance.

Hon. Members, this County has a lot of challenges and opportunities that we must overcome and
embrace at the same time in the short, medium and long term in order to bring about desired change.
On our economy the first thing we need to know is that we need to grow our economy at a higher
rate, we need to not only facilitate its growth but also ensure that that growth is appreciated across

the urban and rural areas.

Among the key areas to focus on are the following: The creation of jobs for the youth, support
for women activities and the co-operative efforts of our youth, men and women. This will ensure
increased meaningful involvement and that will concentrate our energies in County building activities.
It will also help us to fight drug abuse and insecurity especially among our youth. We need to attract
investors who will create jobs. Due to the proximity of our County to the National Capital City and
the major highways, investors can easily locate their enterprises here. However, for that to happen
we will need to improve our infrastructure and provide adequate amounts of water and security. Also
critical in this area is the development of investor friendly laws that will not only be attractive but

also firm to ensure equity and sustainability.
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Honourable Members, the fight against corruption across all the ministries is an urgent issue. We
all need to promote transparency and accountability so that all those willing to do business in this
County can be sure that they will not incur additional costs due to corrupt practices. We also need to
drastically cut down on wastage. These two have been the hallmark of past systems and I urge you
all to join hands and fight the disease.

As we fight corruption we will need to couple that with hard work in all sectors. In the Agricultural
Sector we will need to improve on irrigation efficiencies to ensure that we optimise production
while conserving water. Key areas that will need quick support include but are not limited to, the
Nkuruman Irrigation Zone, the Isinet, Kimana and Rombo Belt. In addition, we will need to invest in
modern small-scale irrigation activities such as drip irrigation and green house systems. In the high
production areas we must aim at developing processing plants for horticultural produce as part of
value addition and storage facilities for harvest especially our grain basket in Oloitoktok. We cannot
compromise on our self-sufficiency in food and the enhancement of nutrition across households.
In the Livestock Sector we will aim at building value addition systems to ensure that our livestock
keepers get more value for their livestock than they currently are. The milk industry has a huge
potential that we must build or improve upon, the beef and mutton as well as small ruminant sectors

also need improvement.

We intend to collaborate with research institutions as well as other service providers to ensure increased
productivity in these areas. My Government will soon be rolling out a plan that will encourage
increased livestock off take during favourable seasons as a measure to improve the pastoral economy
as well as reduce the pressure on our grasslands and river areas. We will encourage the pooling of
resources through smaller and customised co-operative efforts to generate wealth and alternative
investments. We will also focus on the existing livestock and crop produce markets to ensure that
we provide better services for our people. Of notable concern among the urban markets are the
Rongai, Kiserian, Ngong, Kitengela, Kajiado, Oloitoktok and Namanga markets. These must be
modernised to facilitate business and ensure better security and sanitation. Livestock markets must

also be supported so that our traders can get better services and to reduce unnecessary costs.

The security of our people, ladies and gentlemen, is of paramount importance. I want to work closely
with the security officers and the Independent Police Oversight Authority to help tighten citizen
vigilance, prevention, reporting and punishment processes. [ urge all to embrace security as a critical
and common interest concern for our County. We will promote faster distribution of electricity
especially in peri-urban areas to ensure the use of clean energy, improved security and job creation.
We will also support rapid internet distribution and connectivity by hooking up to the existing fibre
optics.

Concerning inter-governmental relations, my Government will work towards a cordial relationship
with the neighbouring as well as the National governments to explore synergies and common interest

interventions.
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On Education, we must aim at quality education in early childhood, primary, technical and tertiary
institutions. We must focus on the wastage in our schools through dropouts, early marriages and
child labour. In addition we must target teachers’ housing, provision of water for schools, and the
development of boarding schools especially in remote areas and the building of more streams in
existing schools especially in our urban areas. We have a serious deficit of public school facilities in
urban areas, more so at the primary and secondary levels. Atthe middle level, college and university
levels we must quickly collaborate with well established national universities to ensure that these

services are closer to our people.

Regarding the provision of water, this is a water stressed County; however we must turn this around.
The availability of sufficient amounts of water is among the key prerequisites for rapid and sustainable
development. We will work together with relevant experts and authorities to explore the provision of
water by constructing large dams as well as through rainwater and spring water harvesting. We will
examine our commitments to the existing water and sewerage companies to ensure that we have the

best possible arrangements for the residents of this County.

On infrastructure, our roads are in very bad shape especially due to the ongoing abnormally high
torrential rainfall. Besides the repair of roads, we will engage in building a road network for our
County. Among other roads we will focus on the Kiserian-Magadi-Nkuruman Road, the Kiserian-
Mosiro Road, Kajiado-Mashuru-Isara road, Kitengela-Rongai-Gataka Road, Isinya-Kiserian Road,
opening up the Mara-Shombole-Namanga and Loitoktok-Taveta connections. Linked to these
interventions are the related laws to ensure proper land use planning to dissuade land owners from

wanton land fragmentation and unplanned settlements.

On social cohesion in our County, the social fabric in this County is diverse and cosmopolitan. We
will aim at ensuring that we deliberately build on our social cohesion by not just echoing what people
generally say about peace but going an extra mile in ensuring we build fair systems that become a

fountain of peace. Our respect for cultural diversity will help us to build harmony.

Hon. Members, our environment is not in a good state, we must be very careful on how we utilise
our natural resources. Among other we must show responsibility in the extraction of water to ensure
sustainability as well as the protection of river areas to protect river banks and reduce the runaway
siltation that we are currently witnessing. The management of effluence from flower farms and
other related industries is a key responsibility of all investors and residents alike. Tree planting in

homesteads and our urban areas will highly be promoted.

On Tourism and Wildlife Conservation, we are blessed to have an excellent landscape and
breathtaking scenery. We have high concentrations of large and small yet diverse animal species; it
is our responsibility to protect this. An outstanding example is the Amboseli Park which is a jewel

in itself. We must support what supports the abundance and species diversity of our park and other
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bio-diverse areas including forests. In relation to that my Government will soon embark on bringing
on board all the key stakeholders in the tourism sector to map out a way of ensuring there are a
sustainable and equitable share of wildlife-related benefits and the mitigation of conflicts.

In our urban areas, planning is key. We will embark on a phased development of roads in the key
urban areas, opening up of blocked road reserves, clearing the drainage systems and working on
sewerage systems in all our major urban areas. We plan to deal with the solid and liquid waste in our
County by ensuring that we have environmentally approved disposal sites, to ensure that we involve
our idle youth in modern waste collection and recycling. I am aware that if we commercialise waste
collection and processing we will create jobs and increase responsibility for garbage disposal. 1

encourage serious thought into this area.

Our Health Services must improve so that we can have a healthy population that is optimally
productive. We will focus on preventive measures as well as curative interventions while working
towards increased awareness and better nutrition. Hon. Members and all workers in this County,
during this transition period I urge all workers to ensure that they do not sit back and watch but do
something positive for our County. These goals are in alignment with the National Government’s
Vision 2030 and the recent President’s speech and promise. As we continue with general renovations
and construction to ensure that all our workers and leaders are comfortable, I encourage you all to
be patient and to accommodate each other. I am sure that if we all pull together we will partake of
the common prosperity that will ensue. This foundation will support us and our children as we turn

around our County for the better.

In conclusion, I recognise the unique role and opportunity that this House has to play in ensuring that
we provide the checks necessary to make our people realise their individual and collective vision.
We will also be looking upon you to ensure that the necessary supportive legislation is put in place to
enhance development. I encourage each one of you to think, plan and act with the citizens in mind.
I assure you that I am totally committed to ensuring that we help our people to get into a fast paced
journey towards the realisation of the desired future. To achieve all this I plan to work closely with
you, the Senator, and other elected leaders to ensure that we realise faster development. Honourable
Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is now my pleasure to declare this Assembly officially open.

Thank you and May God bless Kenya and Kajiado County.

ADJOURNMENT

The Speaker: Thank you, Your Excellency. Honourable Members, I wish to take this
opportunity to adjourn this House until Tuesday the 23" of April at 2:30 p.m. Thank you.

The House rose at 4:45 p.m.




