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THE KAJIADO COUNTY ANIMAL WELFARE BILL, 2023
A Bill for

AN ACT of the C(.)unty Assembly of Kajiado to make provision on
welfare of animals; and for connected purposes

ENACTED by the County Assembly of Kajiado, as follows—
PART I—PRELIMINARY

Short title

20231. This Act may be cited as the Kajiado County Animal Welfare Act,

Interpretation
2. In this part, unless the context otherwise requires—

.“animal” includes all stock, ruminating animals, dogs, cats, rabbits,
captive wild animals and any other animal which the Govemor may, by
notice in the County Gazette, declare to be an animal to which this Act

shall apply;

“animal protection officer” means any officer charged with the
responsibility of the protection of animals in the county by the county
executive committee member;

«“abandoned animal” means an animal that—

(a) is apparently ownerless and roaming at large;

(b) is found on rented premises after the expiration or termination of
the tenancy agreement;

(c) is found on premises after the owner has sold or vacated the
premises; or

(d) by agreement between the animal's owner and another person, has
been left in the care of the other person and has not been retrieved
from the other person for more than four days after the agreed-

upon retrieval time;

«care” includes the provision of food, water, shelter and medical
attention to an animal;

“caregiver” means a person or organization selected by an animal
protection officer to provide care to an animal that has been seized or
taken into custody;,
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. on” means any place where

1 assembling station
S sembled for shipment by any form of

4

“commercia
commercial animals are as

transportation;

“commercial animal market
is operated as a public market
animals—

(a) horses, cattle, sheep, swine and live poultry,

, ' t production or the
b) animals of a type usually raised .for meat p .
®) production of pz"]oducts from the animals, and includes breeding

stock of such animals, and

(c) species or types of animals designate
commercial animals;

a stockyard or auction mart that

” means i
sale of commercial

for the purchase or

d in the regulations as

“companion animal” means an animal that is not a commercial

animal;

«costs of care” means any amount established in the regulations to be
costs of care or, where no such amount is established, any reasonable and
necessary costs incurred under this Act to seize, take custody of, transport,
provide care to, sell, or destroy an animal;

“Director” means the person appointed by the County Executive
Member as the director for the purpose of this Act,

“County Executive Member” means the County Executive Member
responsible for matters relating to Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries;

“needless suﬁqﬁng” means suffering that is not inevitable or intrinsic
to an accepted activity;

“owner”’ includes—

(2) a person having possession or control of an animal or occupying
premises containing an animal; and

(b) a person who possessed or controlled an
premises containing the animal, immedi
or taken into custody under this Act:

“person” includes a includes a
g com 2t
whether incorporated or unincorporated bany, assogatian or other bady

“yehicle”

animal, or occupied
ately before it was seized

« o
veterinarian” means a inan
veterin .
county government. anan employed in the service of the
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PART II—PROTECTION OF ANIMALS
Duties of owner

3. (1) A person who has ownership, possession or control of an
animal shall—

(a) ensure that the animal has an adequate source of food and water,

(b) provide the animal with adequate medical attention when the
animal is wounded or ill;

(c) provide the animal with reasonable protection from injurious
heat or cold; and

(d) not confine the animal to an enclosure or area with—
(1) inadequate space,
(ii) unsanitary conditions,
(iii) inadequate ventilation or lighting, or
(iv) without providing an opportunity for exercise,
50 as to significantly impair the animal's health or well-being.

(2) A person shall not inflict upon an animal any suffering, serious
injury or harm, or extreme anxiety or distress that significantly impairs its
health or welfare.

(3) Sub-section (1) does not apply where the suffering, injury, harm,
anxiety or distress is caused by a treatment, process, or condition that
oceurs in the course of an accepted activity set out in section 4.

Accepted activities
4. (1) Subject to sub-section (2), an accepted activity includes—
(a) agricultural uses of animals;
(b) exhibitions and fairs;
(c) zoological displays;
(d) animal slaughter;
(e) medical care;
(f) animal discipline and training;
(g) protection of people or property;
(h) sporting events,
(i) fishing and hunting;
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() trapping;

(k) research and teaching involving animals;

(1) pest control;

(m) control of predators;

(n) euthanasia of animals; or

(0) any other activity designated by the regulations as an accepted
activity.

(2) An activity is an accepted activity under subsection (1) only if it is
carried out in a manner consistent—

(@) with a standard or code of conduct, cdpen'a, practice or
procedure specified as acceptable in the regulations;

(b) with generally accepted practices or procedures for such activity,
and that does not cause needless suffering; or

(c) that is otherwise reasonable in the circumstances, and that does
not cause needless suffering; and

(d) 1is not a practice or procedure specified as prohibited in the
regulations.

Prohibited practices and procedures

S. (1) No person shall engage in a practice or procedure specified as
prohibited in the regulations.

(2) No person shall loagl or transport an animal, or permit an animal
to be loaded or transported, in a vehicle if, by reason of infirmity, illness,

injury, fatigue or any other cause, the animal is unable to stand or would
suffer unduly during transport.

(3) Any person who commits any of the acts mentioned in subsection
(2) of this section shall be liable on conviction to 2 fine of fifty thousand
shillings or imprisonment of six months

transpoxted in a proper manner, a person may transport it to or from a
veterinary clinic or the nearest suitable place to obtain medical attention.

(5) No person shall, for the purpose of resale or further shipment—

(a) unload a commercial animal. of : : , .
; ermit a
be unloaded, from a vehicle: or P commercial animal to

(b) accept, or permit a commercial anjmg] to be accepted:
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ata commercial animal market or commercial animal assembling
station if, by reason of infirmity, illness, injury, fatigue or any other cause,
the animal is unable to stand or is suffering unduly.

(6) When a commercial animal is not accepted under sub
section (4)(b), the operator of the commercial animal market or
commercial animal assembling station shall promptly—

(a) notify the director that the animal was not accepted; and
(b) provide any information respecting the matter that the director
requests.

M A vqtednaﬁm who believes on reasonable grounds that an animal
has been or is subject to neglect or abuse that compromises the animal's
health, other than in the course of an accepted activity, shall promptly—

(a) report his or her belief to the director; and

(b) provide any information respecting the matter that the director

requests.
PART I — INTERVENTION

Animals in distress
6. (1) Subject to sub-section (2), an animal is in distress if it is—

(a) wounded or injured;
(b) subjected to conditions that, unless immediately alleviated, will
cause the animal death or serious harm;

(c) subjected to conditions that cause the animal to suffer acute

pain,

(d) not provided food and water sufficient to maintain the animal in
a state of good health;

(e) not provided appropriate medical attention when the animal is
wounded or ill;

(f) unduly exposed to cold or heat; or

(g) subjected to conditions that will, over time, significantly impair
the animal's health or well-being, including—

(i) confinement in an area of insufficient space;
(ii) confinement in unsanitary conditions;
(iii) confinement without adequate ventilation or lighting;

(iv) notbeing allowed an opportunity for adequate exercise, and






